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In this Issue ...

      The OSS Solid Waste District has 
recently updated its website at
www.recycleoss.org.  Improvements have 
been made to better serve the needs of  
our residents in Ottawa, Sandusky and 
Seneca Counties. 
The site has similar 
features as before 
but now offers a 
cleaner, more 
simplified look. 
The updates also 
provide function- 
ality to make our 
site mobile friendly 
on your phone or 
tablet.

       A new feature 
to find the closest 
recycling opportunity to you is a 
geotracking tool.  When opening the 
District’s website for the first time, a 
message will pop asking to allow the 
District to track your current location.  
Click allow or ok to view the closest 
recycling opportunity.

      Links are also available on the home 
page allowing residents to search recycling 
opportuntities quickly.  When clicking 
on the Search by Material button, residents 
can find private businesses, non-profit 

organizations and township, city and village 
programs accepting materials for recycling.  
In addition, residents can click on the 
Community Recycling button to find Aim to 
Be Green Recycling Drop-off  sites and to  
                                    see if  curbside  
                                    recycling is  
                                    available in their  
                                    local community.

                                           OSS Solid  
                                    Waste District  
                                    Director, Tim  
                                    Wasserman,  
                                    believes residents  
                                    will find the new  
                                    website easier to  
                                    use.        
                                           “We wanted  
                                    to update the  
website to be more mobile friendly and 
enable our residents to easily find recycling 
outlets for their materials close to where 
they live”.

       Would you like to contact the District 
staff  directly?  Residents can utilize our 
new Contact Us link found at the top of  our 
website’s homepage.  An email will be sent 
directly to our office so we can respond to 
your questions quickly.

www.recycleoss.org



Solid 
Notes

       Beginning April 1, 2018 the 
City of Tiffin will have a new trash 
and recycling service provider.
Rumpke Waste & Recycling 
Services will provide weekly trash 
collection and biweekly recycling 
collection services.
       City of Tiffin officials approved 
a 5-year contract with Rumpke.  
Under the new contract, customers 
will not see significant cost 
changes to the service.  
       Tiffin residents will be provided 
with a brown 95 gallon trash toter 
and a green 95 gallon recycling 
toter.
       Materials accepted in the 
recycling toter will include aerosol 
cans (empty & tip removed), 
aluminum cans, books - paperback 
only, cardboard, cartons (i.e. - juice, 
milk, soup), glass bottles & jars, 
junk mail, magazines, newspaper, 
office paper, paperboard (e.g. -
cereal box, snack box), plastic 
bottles only, and steel cans.
       For questions or concers, 
residents can contact City of 
Tiffin officials at 419-448-5404 or 
contact Rumpke Waste & Recycling  
Services directly at 1-800-828-8171.

2018 Compost Workshop
Workshop will be held at Meadowbrook Park

located in Bascom on Wednesday, May 9th

       Composting is one
form of  recycling that
can happen in your
own backyard.  Sign
up for the Compost
Workshop and
discover the secrets
of  composting from
our local expert.  You
will learn how to take
food scraps and other organic
material and turn them into
compost that you can use in your yard
or garden. The Sandusky County Park 
District and the Ottawa, Sandusky, 
Seneca Joint Solid Waste Management 
District are sponsoring the Compost 
Workshop on Wednesday, May 9th.

       Pre-registration is required to attend 
one of  two available sessions because 
of  limited space.  The pre-registration 
deadline will be Tuesday, May 8th.  The 
first session will begin at 10:00 a.m. and 
the evening session will begin at 6:30 p.m.  
In addition, there will be a charge of  
$5.00 to participate.  Registrants can pay 
at the event.

       Each year the workshop is 
sponsored in one of  the District’s three 
counties.  The 2018 workshop will be 
in Seneca County at Meadowbrook Park 
located at 5430 W. Tiffin Street, Bascom.  
       The compost workshop is open to 
all District residents including all

                     residents of  Fostoria and
                       Bellevue.  
                            “It doesn’t make any 
                      sense to throw away 
                       materials that can be  
            turned into compost in  
            your backyard,” said Tim 
                        Wasserman, Director of   
           the Ottawa, Sandusky,  
        Seneca Joint Solid Waste 
  Management District.  “We  
want to offer these workshops to educate 
residents on the proper way to create and 
maintain a compost pile.” 

       The workshop will cover basic 
techniques and essentials of  composting.  
This includes the composting process, 
what materials to place in your pile 
and solutions for common compost 
problems.

       Registered participants will be put 
into a drawing to win composting and 
gardening door prizes.  In addition, 
participants will be provided with snacks 
and will have an opportunity to walk the 
grounds of  Meadowbrook Park after the 
workshop.

       Residents must pre-register by 
following the registration instructions 
listed below.  Information regarding the 
workshop can also be found on the OSS 
Solid Waste District’s website at
www.recycleoss.org.

Register for the Compost Workshop Today!
       Residents may register online by going to www.recycleoss.org.  To register online, 
the Compost Workshop information can be accessed from the scrolling banner at the 
top of  our home page.  Residents can also link to the Compost Workshop page under 
the Programs and Services tab at the top of  the homepage.  Registration can be found at the 
bottom of  the Compost Workshop page.  In addition, those interested in registering may 
contact our office directly at 419-334-7222 or call toll-free at 1-888-850-7224.

Tiffin Approves 
New Contract 



If you have questions about District programs or events contact our main office
at 419-334-7222, call toll-free at 1-888-850-7224 or visit our website at

www.recycleoss.org

2017 Year In Review
The following is a listing of some of the activities and events sponsored by 

the OSS Solid Waste District in 2017

The District sponsored special recycling collections throughout the year.  Special collection statistics 
from 2017 are as follows:

Appliance Collection - 32.16 tons collected from 455 households

Household Hazardous Waste Collections - 257,422 lbs. collected from 2,908 households

Television & Small Electronics Collections - 249,748 lbs. collected from 2,269 households
Tire Collections - 8,882 PTE’s (passenger tire equivalent) received from 609 households

Thirty-five residents attended 
the spring Compost Workshop 
held at the Sandusky County 
Park District’s, Wilson Nature 
Center in Lindsey.

           In 2017, 199 Adopt-A-Road 
           participants volunteered 342
           hours, collecting 2,096 
           pounds of  litter from adopted 
           roadways in the three 
counties.  In addition, Litter Crews 
contracted with the county juvenile courts 
collected 15,228 pounds of  litter.  Of  this 
total, 4,267 pounds were recycled.

       The District 
       processed 
       596,010 lbs.
         of  recyclable 
       materials at the 
       District’s 
       Recycling & 
Processing Center located just west 
of  Green Springs.

             Ten community
             groups, government
             offices and non-profit 
             organizations borrowed 
             100 wire frame or pop
             bottle style recycling 
             containers for local 
             events from the 
District’s Container Loan Program.

             Residents recycled 7,830,310 
             pounds of  recyclable 
             materials collected at Aim to 
             Be Green Recycling Drop-off
             sites in 2017.
In addition, the Aim to Be Green recycling 
program continued to show growth in 2017.  
Throughout the District, recycling volumes 
have increased 8% in the last year.  

                The District awarded $103,706 in grants to 20 non profit  
         organizations, schools, townships, cities and villages in Ottawa,
        Sandusky and Seneca Counties.  The projects included expansions 
of  recycling programs and the purchase of  recycled products.  There are two 
funding rounds per year.  Deadlines are January 31st and June 30th.   

$

             The District sponsored Earth Jam, an 
       environmental music concert for kids.  
       There were 1,110 second grade students 
       who attended at the Port Clinton High  
       School Performing Arts Center and the 
Student Activities Center at Terra State Community College’s campus.

       In Addition, the District provided 526 educational presentations and 
programs to 10,435 adults and children throughout 2017.



2018 Billboard Contest Winners
       The District sponsored its annual Billboard Contest.  Fifth Grade students from Ottawa, Sandusky and Seneca Counties 
were encouraged to create a design with a recycling or litter prevention theme.  This year, a total of  556 entries from a total of  
23 schools District-wide were submitted.
       Three students from each of  the three counties will have their winning designs on billboards during the month of  April in 
celebration of  Earth Day.  All of  the winners will receive a mini billboard featuring the student’s artwork and a no-waste lunch 
kit.  The District would like to congratulate all of  the winners and thank all students who participated in the contest. 

Landon Blausey
Lakota Middle School

Addy More
Bellevue Elementary

Morgan Ray
Bellevue Immaculate Conception School

Bryler Beamer
Seneca East Local School District

Eden Plotts
Calvert Catholic Elementary

Weston Runion
Calvert Catholic Elementary

Kierra Densic
Oak Harbor Middle School

Veepa Patel
Danbury Middle School

Lily Perry
Oak Harbor Middle School

Need to Borrow Recycling Containers?
Recycling Containers Are Available to Community Groups, Government Offices

and Non-Profit Organizations For Your Next Community Event

       Our office offers two container styles that are portable and can easily be transported.  The first container is a lightweight wire 
framed container with a clear bag to easily recognize recyclable materials accepted.  The second container is in the shape of  a large 
pop bottle.  Registration is required to borrow the containers.  Containers are available on a “first-come, first-served” basis.  To reserve 
containers for your next event, contact Community Outreach Specialist, Jamie Coleman, toll-free at 1-888-850-7224 or send an email 
to jcoleman@recycleoss.org.  You can also reserve online at www.recycleoss.org and click on the Programs & Services tab.



Solid 
Notes
Computer 
Recycling 
Program

       Goowill Industries in 
partnership with Dell offers free 
recycling for computers and 
related equipment through the 
ReConnect Program.
       Materials accepted in 
the program to be recycled 
include any brand of monitors, 
computers (desktop & laptop), 
printers, scanners, hard drives 
(external & internal), keyboards, 
mice, speakers, cords & cables, 
ink cartridges and software.
       Goodwill Industries and Dell 
do not accept liability for lost or 
confidential data or software.  
You are responsible for backing 
up any valuable information and 
erasing sensitive data from the 
hard drive before dropping it off. 
       Not all Goodwill locations 
are participating in the 
ReConnect Program in our three 
county district.  The following 
Goodwill Store locations are 
accepting computers and related 
equipment:
• Bellevue store 
   855 W. Main Street 
   Bellevue, Ohio 44811
   Phone: 419-483-2244
• Fremont store 
   1216 Oak Harbor Road 
   Fremont, Ohio 43420
   Phone: 419-435-1579
• Port Clinton store 
   205 S.E. Catawba Road 
   Port Clinton, Ohio 43452
   Phone: 419-734-6042

Are You Putting Tanglers
In The Recycling Bin?

       Take a look at a couple helpful reminders to help maintain successful recycling 
programs in Ottawa, Sandusky and Seneca Counties.  These reminders can be utilized in 
your community’s curbside recycling program or at any Aim to Be Green recycling drop-
off  site throughout the three counties.

1. Put items in your recycling container loose! 
No plastic bags.  Do Not place plastic bags with materials inside or place empty plastic 
bags in your recycling.  Plastic bags aren’t accepted in our recycling programs, but you 
can take them back to many area grocery/retail stores.  In our local area, empty plastic 
grocery bags are accepted at Kroger, Lowes, Staples and Walmart stores.

2. Avoid “tanglers”
Items like bed sheets, chains, Christmas lights, clothing, dog leashes, garden hoses, plastic 
bags, ropes and VHS tapes should not be placed in your recycling.  These “tanglers” wrap 
around the automated sorting equipment at the recycling facility and cause damage.

Proper Needle Disposal
       The following guidelines have been recommended by the Ohio EPA.
• Never place an exposed needle in your trash bag where a garbage person may get stuck.
• Use a wide mouth heavy plastic container with a tight lid (e.g. - detergent bottle).
• When the container is two-thirds full, tightly close the container and seal with masking or 
    heavy adhesive tape.
• Label the container “DO NOT RECYCLE”.
• Discard in regular trash.  DO NOT throw in recycling bin.
• NOTE: If  you use the container in the home be sure to place it in an area that is not  
    accessible to children or visitors.
• Contact your hauler to see if  they have any specific guidelines for the disposal of  syringes.

       Residents can also view our informative video about proper needle disposal online at 
www.recycleoss.org.  Simply click on the Progams and Services tab.

Are You Disposing of Your Syringes Properly?

Know What Tanglers Are And How They Cause Problems

These items are examples of Tanglers...

Tanglers get caught and cause damage to equipment during the recycling process.



Medication
Drop-offs

Do You Need to 
Properly Dispose of 
Old, Unwanted or 

Unused Medications?

Roadside Cleanups
Please Use Caution and Slow Down If You See

Workers Along the Roadside

       Spring is here once again!  As the weather warms, Adopt-A-Road group volunteers 
and Litter Crew workers are cleaning county and township roadways throughout Ottawa, 
Sandusky and Seneca Counties.  Roadside clean-ups typically operate April through 
October; however, if  the weather is good, the programs can be extended.

       The Adopt-A-Road Program is a 
public service effort in which businesses, 
residential families and youth groups 
participate.  Those who volunteer in 
the program adopt a designated 2-mile 
stretch of  township or county roadway.  
Adopt-A-Road signs are positioned at 
the beginning and end points of  a groups 
adopted roadway.  The adopting group is 
obligated to a minimum 2-year agreement 
to remove debris and litter along the 
roadside.  The District provides each 
group with safety equipment and supplies 
including orange bags, safety vests, 
disposable gloves and orange Workers 
Ahead road signs to perform cleanups.   
Through this program adopting groups 
contribute to a cleaner environment in 
their local communities.

Above: 
       Adopt-A-Road members of the Harold J. 
Fraley Sr. Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 128 
& Citizens Academy Alumni cleaned along 
their designated roadway in Tiffin.

Adopt-A-Road Program

       Litter Crews are contracted by 
the District with the county Juvenile 
Courts in the three counties.  The two 
agencies work together to improve and 
expand litter pick-up efforts.  Crew 
members are youth in each county’s 
jurisdiction who have been assigned 
community service hours by the Juvenile 
Court Judge.  Each Litter Crew is 
supervised while performing roadside 
clean-ups.  The crew supervisors are 
employees of  the court and have direct 
communication with township and 
county road maintenance staff.  Litter 
can take a toll on equipment and man 
hours for township and county road 
crews when working or mowing along 
these roadways.

Above: 
       A youth community service worker in the 
District’s Litter Crew Program picks up an 
aluminum can from an area roadway.

Litter Crew Program

       Participating law enforcement 
agencies in Ottawa, Sandusky and 
Seneca Counties are providing 
permanent medication drop-off 
boxes.
       Ottawa County Drop-off Sites 
include the Police Departments in 
Catawba Island Township, Danbury 
Township, Genoa, Oak Harbor, Port 
Clinton, Put-In-Bay and the Ottawa 
County Sheriff’s Office.  ONLY 
PILLS WILL BE ACCEPTED AT 
OTTAWA COUNTY SITES.  
       Ottawa County residents are
asked to remove pills from 
medication bottles and blister 
packs.  Pills should be emptied into 
a plastic bag before placing into 
the medication drop box.
       Sandusky County Drop-off
Sites include the Police Dept’s 
in Bellevue, Clyde, Fremont, 
Gibsonburg, Woodville and the 
Sandusky County Sheriff’s Office.  
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS WILL 
BE ACCEPTED AT SANDUSKY 
COUNTY SITES.  NO syringes or 
over-the-counter medications.  
       Seneca County Drop-off Sites 
include the Police Departments 
in Fostoria and Tiffin, the Seneca 
County Sheriff’s Office and Mercy 
Health Tiffin.  ONLY PILLS WILL BE 
ACCEPTED AT SENECA COUNTY 
SITES.  Pills are not required to 
be removed from prescription 
bottles.  It is important to remove 
or black out personal information 
on pharmacy labels.  
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Board of Directors

The mission of the OSS Solid Waste 
District is to ensure quality waste 

stream management for its residents 
and to foster long term positive solid 

waste habits including reducing, 
reusing, and buying of recycled 

products.

Printed on recycled paper

tw@recycleoss.org

Tim Wasserman
Director

ad@recycleoss.org

Amy Drummer
Assistant Director

jdarr@recycleoss.org

Jim Darr
Recycling Specialist

jcoleman@recycleoss.org

Jamie Coleman
Community Outreach Specialist

ahatt@recycleoss.org

Amanda Hatt
Education Specialist - Ottawa County

jsherman@recycleoss.org

Jennifer Sherman
Education Specialist - Sandusky County

mperry@recycleoss.org

Monica Perry
Education Specialist - Seneca County

nreinbolt@recycleoss.org

Nick Reinbolt
Processing Center Supervisor

OSS Solid Waste District Staff

1875 E. State Street
Fremont, Ohio 43420

1.888.850.7224
419.334.7222

1875 E. State Street
Fremont, Ohio 43420

       Second Grade students from Atkinson Elementary in 
Fremont toured the District’s Recycling and Processing 
Center in early February.  The students learned more 
about recycling and the difference between source 
separation (separating materials into different bins) and 
co-mingling (putting all of the materials into one bin 
together).  The students also had the opportunity to see 
equipment used to process recyclable materials.


