
       Residents often call the District 
office with questions concerning 
recycling and where they can take their 
recycled materials.  When they receive the 
information they are looking for they will 
often ask more in depth questions about 
the recycling process.  They are curious 
about what happens to the materials after 
they recycle them or want to know why 
materials like Styrofoam cannot easily be 
recycled.  The District wanted to offer a 
program where interested residents could 
learn more about recycling than what 
goes in the bin.  
       In March, the OSS Solid Waste 
District helped district residents answer 
some of  those questions by offering an 
educational program - “Recycling 201”.  
The two hour program was offered
at the Ida Rupp Public Library in
Port Clinton, at the Tiffin-Seneca
Public Library in Tiffin and the
Birchard Public Library in Fremont.
       The program was divided into
four education sessions.  The first
session; Understanding Your Waste,
focused on landfill information.  The
second session; Following Your Recycling 
Path, showed the newest technologies
and equipment being used in the 
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recycling process.  These first two 
sessions were presented by the District’s 
Community Outreach Specialist, Jamie 
Coleman.  The third session; EPS 
(Styrofoam) Recycling, and the fourth session; 
K-Cup Recycling, both explained the pros and 
cons of  recycling those specific materials 
through logistics and cost-benefit analysis.  
The sessions were presented by the 
District’s Recycling Specialist, Jim Darr.

Session #1: Understanding Your Waste

       Coleman began the program with 
an illustration breaking down materials 
that are commonly found in the average 
persons trash.

“Recycling 201”continued on page 6...

       Jim Darr (standing), Recycling Specialist for the OSS 
Solid Waste District and presenter, explains the pros and 
cons of EPS (Styrofoam) and K-Cup recycling through 
cost-benefit analysis.

District Offers “Recycling 201” 
Program to Residents

This educational session helped residents learn more 
about recycling than what’s accepted in the bin.  
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Best Buy Stores 
Now Charging 
Fees to Recycle 

Televisions

       As of February 1, 2016, Best 
Buy stores began charging $25 
for each television and computer 
monitor it accepts at its store for 
recycling.
       In an effort to continue 
to offer e-waste recycling 
to consumers, the fee was 
necessary to help cover the 
increasing costs of managing 
television and computer monitor 
disposal.
       There will be a $25 fee to 
accept all computer monitors and 
the following types of televisions 
in the store:
• CRT (tube) TV’s up to 32”
• Portable TV’s 
• Flat-panel, LCD, plasma and 
   LED TV’s up to 50”
• Limit (2) TV’s / monitors per 
   household per day
     Best Buy will continue to 
offer its Haul-Away service to 
residents.  A television will be 
hauled away for free with the 
purchase and delivery of a new 
replacement TV.  Televisions 
can also be hauled away from a 
home  without buying a new TV 
for $99.99.

2016 Compost Workshop
Workshop will be held at Schedel Arboretum & 

Gardens located in Elmore on Thursday, May 26th

       Composting is one
form of  recycling that
can happen in your
own backyard.  Sign
up for the Compost
Workshop and
discover the secrets
of  composting from
our local expert.  You
will learn how to take
food scraps and other organic
material and turn them into
compost that you can use in your yard
or garden.  Schedel Arboretum & 
Gardens, the Sandusky County Park 
District, Ottawa County Soil & Water 
Conservation District and the Ottawa, 
Sandusky, Seneca Joint Solid Waste 
Management District are sponsoring the 
Compost Workshop on Thursday, May 
26th.

       Pre-registration is required to attend 
one of  two available sessions because 
of  limited space.  The pre-registration 
deadline will be Wednesday, May 25th.  
The first session will begin at 10:00 a.m. 
and the evening session will begin at 6:30 
p.m.  In addition, there will be a charge 
of  $5.00 to participate.

       Each year the workshop is 
sponsored in one of  the District’s three 
counties.  The 2016 workshop will be 
in Ottawa County at the Schedel 
Arboretum & Gardens located at 19255 
W. Portage River South Rd., Elmore.  

                    The compost 
        workshop is open to all 
                      District residents including 
                        all residents of  Fostoria
                       and Bellevue.  
       “                       “It doesn’t make any 
                      sense to throw away 
                    materials that can be turned 
                    into compost in your
                  backyard,” said Tim 
       Wasserman, Director of  the Ottawa, 
Sandusky, Seneca Joint Solid Waste 
Management District.  “We want to offer 
these workshops to educate residents on 
the proper way to create and maintain a 
compost pile.” 

       The workshop will cover basic 
techniques and essentials of  composting.  
This includes the composting process, 
materials to place in your pile and 
common compost problems.

       Registered participants will be put 
into a drawing to win composting and 
gardening door prizes.  In addition, 
participants will be provided with snacks 
and will have an opportunity to walk the 
gardens before or after the workshop.

       Residents may pre-register by 
following the registration instructions 
listed below.  Information regarding 
the workshop can also be found on the 
OSS Solid Waste District’s website at 
recycleoss.org.

Register for the Compost Workshop Today!

       Residents may register online by going to schedel-gardens.org (click on the events 
calendar tab).  To access registration information from the Events Calendar page, simply 
type in the search box: Compost Workshop.  You will be able to choose the 10:00am or 
6:30pm session at this point.  For additional questions, residents can also contact Schedel 
Aboretum & Gardens directly by phone at 419-862-3182.  



2015 Year In Review
The following is a listing of some of the activities and events

sponsored by the OSS Solid Waste District in 2015

The District sponsored special recycling collections throughout the year.  Special collection statistics 
from 2015 are as follows:

Appliance Collection - 25.4 tons collected from 362 households

Household Hazardous Waste Collections - 277,360 lbs. collected from 3,139 households

Television & Small Electronics Collections - 198,576 lbs. collected from 1,747 households
Tire Collections - 11,503 PTE’s (passenger tire equivalent) received from 644 households

Thirty-six residents 
participated in a spring 
Compost Workshop held at 
Garlo Nature Preserve in 
Bloomville.

           The District sponsored 
           its 9th annual summer 
           Earth Camp in Ottawa,
           Sandusky and Seneca 
           Counties in which a total 
           of  116 children attended.  
In 2015, District Education Specialists 
provided education presentations to 
10,994 adults and children.

           In 2015, 245 Adopt-A-Road 
           participants volunteered 369
           hours, collecting 2,249 
           pounds of  litter from adopted 
           roadways in the three 
counties.  In addition, Litter Crews 
contracted with the county juvenile courts 
collected 12,544 pounds.  Of  this total, 3,484 
pounds were recycled.

       The District 
       processed 
       564,315 lbs.
         of  recyclable 
       materials at the 
       District’s 
       Recycling & 
Processing Center located just west 
of  Green Springs.

          The District awarded more than $103,986 in grants to 21 non 
	 									profit	organizations,	schools,	townships,	cities	and	villages	in		
          Ottawa, Sandusky and Seneca Counties.  The projects include 
          expansions of  recycling programs and the purchase of  recycled 
          products.
$

The District provided assistance 
with the development of  the 
trash and curbside recycling 
program	in	Tiffin.

             Eighteen community
             groups, government
	 												offices	and	non-profit	
             organizations borrowed 
             148 wire frame or pop
             bottle style recycling 
             containers for local 
             events from the 
District’s Container Loan Program.

             Residents recycled 6,793,815 
             pounds of  recyclable 
             materials collected at Aim to 
             Be Green Recycling Drop-off
             sites in 2015.
In addition, the Aim to Be Green recycling 
program continued to show growth in 2015.  
Throughout the District, recycling volumes 
have increased 11% in the last year.  

If you have questions about District programs or events contact our main office
at 419-334-7222, call toll-free at 1-888-850-7224 or visit our website at

www.recycleoss.org



2016 Billboard Contest Winners
       The District sponsored its annual Billboard Contest.  Fifth Grade students from Ottawa, Sandusky and Seneca Counties 
were encouraged to create a design with a recycling or litter prevention theme.  This year, a total of  759 entries from a total of  
27 schools District-wide were submitted.
       Three students from each of  the three counties will have their winning designs on billboards during the month of  April in 
celebration of  Earth Day.  All of  the winners will receive a mini billboard featuring the student’s artwork and a no-waste lunch 
kit.  The District would like to congratulate all of  the winners and thank all students who participated in the contest. 

Kailyn Webb
Atkinson Elementary

Ariona Wimer
Lakota Middle School

JayLee Wonderly
Otis Elementary

Tori Losey
Hopewell-Loudon Elementary

Angelica Molotla
Hopewell-Loudon Elementary

Lantz Snavely
Seneca East Local School District

Akella Nardecchia
Bataan Intermediate School

Addisynne Siefke
Bataan Intermediate School

Aspen White
Danbury Middle School

Need to Borrow Recycling Containers?
Recycling Containers Are Available to Community Groups, Government Offices

and Non-Profit Organizations For Your Next Community Event

							Our	office	offers	two	container	varieties	that	are	portable	and	can	easily	be	transported.		The	first	container	is	a	lightweight	wire	
framed container with a clear bag to easily recognize recyclable materials accepted.  The second container is in the shape of  a large 
pop	bottle.		Registration	is	required	to	borrow	the	containers.		Containers	are	available	on	a	“first-come,	first-served”	basis.		To	reserve	
containers for your next event, contact Community Outreach Specialist, Jamie Coleman, toll-free at 1-888-850-7224 or send an email 
to jcoleman@recycleoss.org.



Roadside
Clean-ups

Local Entities Receive District
Competitive Grant Funds

Competitive Funding Grant: First Funding Round

       Seven organizations received funding to 
start recycling programs or to buy products 
made from recycled materials in the first 
round of  competitive funding offered by the 
Ottawa, Sandusky, Seneca Joint Solid Waste 
Management District this year.
       The grant program’s main priority is to 
set up recycling programs for educational 
institutions, governmental entities or non-
profit organizations.  Any agency applying 
must have a recycling program in place in 
order to apply for funds for products made 
from recycled material.  The applicant must 
match a minimum of  20% of  the total project 
cost, and products must contain at least 25% 
recycled material.
       Entities receiving funding include: 
Bellevue Recreation Club - $6,165 to purchase 
flooring for an indoor playground project, 
Eden Township - $2,876 for carpet made 
from recycled material, Village of  Gibsonburg 
- $2,136 for benches made from recycled 
materials, Harris Township Fire and EMS 
Department - $658 to purchase a recycled 
plastic picnic table, Riders Unlimited - 
$2,654 for supplies to assist in their manure 
to compost project, St. Wendelin Catholic 
School - $2,460 to purchase floor mats 
made of  recycled material, Woodmore Local 
Schools - $855 to expand current recycling 
programs to the elementary and middle 
school buildings.
       Amy Drummer, Assistant Director of  
the Solid Waste District, administers the grant 
program and sees the direct benefits to the 
community.
       “These grants provide an opportunity 

for local organizations to create or expand 
recycling programs,” said Drummer, “The 
purchase of  recycled products provides the 
public examples of  items that are made from 
the materials they recycle every day.”
       The next funding round deadline for 
the Competitive Funding Program is June 
30th, 2016.  The grant application is available 
online, however, grant applicants are required 
to attend a meeting prior to submitting an 
application. The purpose of  the meeting is 
to explain what information is needed to 
properly fill out the grant application form.  
The next meeting will be held Tuesday, May 
24th, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.  The meeting will be 
located at the District’s Main office, 1875 E. 
State Street, Fremont.  Registration for the 
meeting is required.
       For more information or to register for 
the meeting, contact Assistant Director, Amy 
Drummer toll free at 1-888-850-7224 or send 
an email to ad@recycleoss.org.

“The purchase of recycled 
products provides the 

public examples of items 
that are made from the 
materials they recycle 

every day.”
Assistant Director, Amy Drummer

Pictured Left:  A picnic table 
and chairs made from recycled 
plastic lumber are examples of 
products purchased with grant 
funds in the past.  

Please Use 
Caution and Slow 
Down If You See 
Workers Along 
the Roadside

       Spring is here once again!  
As the weather warms, Adopt-
A-Road group volunteers and 
Litter Crew workers are cleaning 
county and township roadways 
throughout Ottawa, Sandusky 
and Seneca Counties.  Roadside 
clean-ups typically operate April 
through October; however, if the 
weather is good, the programs 
can be extended.
       The Adopt-A-Road Program 
consists of businesses, families 
and youth groups.  Litter Crews 
are contracted by the District 
with the county Juvenile Courts 
in the three counties.  Crew 
members are youth in each 
county’s jurisdiction who have 
been assigned community 
service hours by the Juvenile 
Court Judge.  Each Litter Crew 
is supervised while performing 
roadside clean-ups.  
       It is equally as important to 
take caution when approaching 
an operating garbage truck with 
workers throughout the entire 
year.  Please be sure to “Slow 
Down To Get Around”!



“Recycling 201” continued...

Corrections
Corrections made 

to Calendar 
Contest Winners 

article

       In the Fall issue of the 
District’s Solid Words newsletter 
it was noted that Ottawa County 
Winner Megan Davis attends Port 
Clinton Middle School.  Megan 
Davis attends Genoa Middle 
School.  

MAY

MEGAN DAVIS
Genoa Middle School

       In addition, it was noted 
that Sandusky County Winner 
Karli Fisher attended St. Joseph 
Central Catholic Middle School.  
The proper name of the school is 
SJCC Junior High Academy.

JULY

KARLI FISHER
SJCC Junior High Academy

“The average person throws away 
four pounds of  trash each day.” said 
Coleman, “It’s important to understand 
that recycling, composting and throwing 
waste into the trash are all viable options 
to properly dispose of  or reduce wastes 
that are generated.”

       An example of  a local landfill was 
used to show the negative environmental 
effects that have occurred because 
the facility was not capped (properly 
closed) in the early 1980’s.  From there, 
Mrs. Coleman explained how present 
day landfills are constructed and the 
protective layers that are necessary to 
protect the human health and natural 
environment surrounding landfills.  To 
conclude the session, examples were 
shown of  closed landfills being used for 
things like recreation areas or solar farms 
after the landfill has met its full capacity 
and been properly capped and closed.

Session #2: Following Your Recycling Path 

       A banner created by the District 
illustrated the path recyclable materials 
take to later become a finished product.  
During this session, videos were shown 
to demonstrate the latest cost effective 
and efficient techniques being used by 
haulers to collect recyclable materials.  
Residents also learned about the newest 
technologies and equipment being 
used to separate materials at recycling 
processing facilities.  Coleman “closed 
the loop” of  the recycling process 
by providing an example of  how 
plastic bottles are manufactured into 
a new product to be purchased by the 
consumer, starting the cycle over again.

Session #3: EPS (Strofoam) Recycling 

       EPS, commonly referred to as 
Styrofoam, is a material many people 
would like to recycle but they don’t know 
how.  In fact, options such as mail-back 
programs are available.  During this 
session, Mr. Darr broke down those 

options based on the population in our 
local District.  Darr used cost-benefit 
analysis, prototypes and research to 
answer some of  the following questions: 
Would the service be cost effective?  
What type of  carbon footprint would it 
leave?  Is this a safe method to process 
Styrofoam? and more. 

Session #4: K-Cup Recycling 

       In 2014, Green Mountain produced 
9.8 billion K-Cups, enough to wrap 
around the equator 12.4 times.  This may 
seem like an astronomical number but 
comparing this number to the volume 
of  residential solid waste that is thrown 
away each year, this number is roughly 
only 1/20 of  a percent.  Similar to the 
EPS recycling session, Mr. Darr was able 
to break down the available options to 
dispose of  the K-Cup pod.  Again using 
cost-benefit analysis, Darr was able to 
provide facts in the cost effectiveness 
and efficiency of  current recycling 
options. 

       The District would like to thank 
the residents who participated in the 
program. 

“The average person 
throws away 4 pounds of 

trash each day.”
Community Outreach Specialist, 

Jamie Coleman
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Board of Directors

The mission of the OSS Solid Waste 
District is to ensure quality waste 

stream management for its residents 
and to foster long term positive solid 

waste habits including reducing, 
reusing, and buying of recycled 

products.

Printed on recycled paper

tw@recycleoss.org

Tim Wasserman
Director

ad@recycleoss.org

Amy Drummer
Assistant Director

jdarr@recycleoss.org

Jim Darr
Recycling Specialist

jcoleman@recycleoss.org

Jamie Coleman
Community Outreach Specialist

ahatt@recycleoss.org

Amanda Hatt
Education Specialist - Ottawa County

jsherman@recycleoss.org

Jennifer Sherman
Education Specialist - Sandusky County

mperry@recycleoss.org

Monica Perry
Education Specialist - Seneca County

nreinbolt@recycleoss.org

Nick Reinbolt
Processing Center Supervisor

OSS Solid Waste District Staff

1875 E. State Street
Fremont, Ohio 43420

1.888.850.7224
419.334.7222

1875 E. State Street
Fremont, Ohio 43420

       The District’s Litter Collection Crew and many Adopt-
A-Road groups are cleaning their designated roadways 
as the weather begins to warm.  Please remember to 
use caution and slow down if you see workers along the 
roadside.


