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the course of  the 2016-2017 school 
year, CCS was serviced 19 times by 
the OSS Solid Waste District to collect 
and process their recyclable materials.  
Calvert Catholic Elementary also collects 
outdated or unwanted books and other 
recyclable materials during its end-of-
year school clean out.  The school was 
serviced by the District 4 additional times 
during the summer months.  

       Mr. Distel is the main person who 
manages the school’s recycling program, 
however, students and teachers help in 
his efforts to maintain a successful 

Above: Calvert Catholic Schools - St. Joseph 
Elementary Campus maintenance person, Jack 
Distel, checks inside one of the four 2-yard 
recycling toters provided and serviced by the 
Solid Waste District.

In this Issue ...

       The District has been providing 
recycling collection service to schools 
throughout Sandusky and Seneca 
Counties since 2006.  The elementary 
school with Calvert Catholic Schools 
(CCS) at their St. Joseph Campus is one 
of  the schools serviced by the District.  
Over the years, Calvert Catholic Schools 
Elementary has routinely provided the 
District with very clean (materials with 
minimal to no contamination) recyclables.  
Managing a successful recycling program 
takes committment, proper education 
and cooperation from staff, students and 
teachers.  The District recently spoke with 
CCS Elementary Maintenance personnel, 
Jack Distel, to learn more about their 
schools recycling program and how it is 
being managed.

       Currently, Calvert Elementary 
collects cardboard, paper (office paper, 
newspaper and magazines), plastic and 
steel on a regular basis throughout the 
school year.  A total of  eight recycling 
bags and containers; outside of  the 
bins which teachers may have in their 
classrooms, are within the school to 
help collect materials throughout the 
day.  To help store these materials, four 
2-yard recycling toters are stationed at 
the school to be picked up and processed 
for recycling by District staff.  Over 

How Calvert Catholic Elementary Manages
An A+ in Their School Recycling Program

Meetings will be held at the
District’s Main office at 10:00 a.m.

Applicants must attend the grant 
meeting prior to the funding round

in which you intend to apply.

2018 Competitive Funding 
Grant Meeting Dates

• Thursday, May 31, 2018 
• Thursday, January 4, 2018



Farm Tire Collection Event
Tire Recycling Service for the Agricultural Community

       The Farm Tire Recycling Collection is the only event that is centralized in one 
location.  In addition, this is the only collection where pre-registration is required.  This 
Farm Tire Recycling Collection was held on Wednesday, August 30.  

       During the collection 837 agricultural tires weighing 54, 540 pounds were 
accepted from District residents.  Tires accepted during the collection ranged from 
implement tires on planters to large combine tires. 

Solid 
Notes

       Fall is officially here and 
as the weather grows colder 
the leaves quickly change color 
only to fall to the ground.  The 
fallen leaves create yard waste 
that will need to be disposed.  
The District has compiled a 
listing of communities that offer 
yard waste programs to their 
residents.  To view the listing 
go to www.recycleoss.org.  On 
the District’s homepage of the 
website, simply click on the blue 
“Yard Waste” tab towards the 
top.   
       If your local township, city 
or village offers a yard waste 
program and is not listed on our 
site, please contact the District’s 
main office toll-free at
1-888-850-7224.

Community 
Yard Waste
Programs

Learning About Recycling
       Homeschool students from the Sandusky County area visited the District’s Main 
office to learn more about materials that can and can not be recycled.  The children also 
participated in a hands-on activity with Jennifer Sherman, Sandusky County Education 
Specialist, with the OSS Solid Waste District.

       The students were also invited on a tour of  the District’s Recycling and Processing 
Center, located just outside of  Green Springs.  Nick Reinbolt, OSS Recycling and 
Processing Center Supervisor, guided the tour.  The children were able to watch 
how recyclable materials are processed on the conveyor system and see some of  the 
equipment used in the recycling center to weigh and load the heavy bales of  recyclables 
to be shipped to a manufacturer.



Aim To Be Green Recycling Drop-off
Tips and Reminders When Visiting Your Local Township Recycling Drop-off Site

Please Help To Keep
Plastic Bags Out

       When it’s time to place your 
recyclables in the Aim to Be Green 
recycling bins please remember 
to remove all plastic bags.  Place 
materials into the bins loose and 
recycle your plastic bags at local 
stores.

  Plastic
      Bag

         The plastic bags  
         create problems   
                 with the sorting equipment  
            at the recycling facility.

       The Aim to Be Green Recycling 
Drop-off Program is provided by 
the OSS Solid Waste District in 
partnership with your local township 
officials throughout Ottawa, 
Sandusky and Seneca Counties.

       To maintain a successful 
recycling drop-off program, take a 
look at the following reminders and 
tips to make your next recycling 
experience quick, easy and 
contamination free.

       If your recycling bins have 
lid locks please take a moment 
to make sure the lid lock bar is 
above the lids to prevent them 
from blowing open during windy 
conditions.
Thank you!

and Lid Locks Up 

175
Aim to Be Green Recycling 
Containers are stationed 

throughout the three 
counties at 40 sites.

       Materials accepted for recycling include 
empty aerosol cans (tip removed), aluminum, 
cardboard, glass bottles/jars, cartons, magazines, 
newspaper, office paper / junk mail, #1 & #2 plastic 
bottles and #3 through #7 plastic food 
containers and steel cans.

ALL MATERIALS CAN BE PUT INTO 
THE CONTAINER TOGETHER

GLASS • METAL • PAPER • PLASTIC

DO NOT PLACE
BAGS IN THE BIN!

TO CONSERVE SPACE

BREAK DOWN BOXES

Lid Lock Bar

DO NOT PLACE STYROFOAM / PACKAGING
MATERIALS IN THE BIN!

          These materials are considered CONTAMINATION.  
               It is important to remove all packaging materials 
                    from cardboard boxes before placing into the 
                       recycling bin.  

QUESTIONS?  Contact the OSS Solid Waste District toll-free at 1-888-850-7224 or visit www.recycleoss.org



Local Entities Receive District
Competitive Grant Funds

Ohio Living Vineyard on Catawba (The 
Vineyard) - $3,794 to purchase recycled 
furniture, Pleasant Township Trustees - 
$4,930 to make improvements to their 
Aim To Be Green recycling site, City 
of  Port Clinton - $4,640 to purchase 
cemetery signs and benches, Village 
of  Republic - $7,662 for bleachers, 
Rice Township Trustees - $1,241 to 
purchase signs for their maintenance 
building and for cemeteries located in 
the township, Tiffin University - $6,076 
for tables, benches and picnic tables and 
Washington Elementary School in Tiffin 
- $4,668 to purchase picnic tables and 
waste receptacles.

       Amy Drummer, Assistant Director 
of  the Solid Waste District, administers 
the grant program and sees the direct 

“These grants provide 
an opportunity for local 
organizations to create 

or expand recycling 
programs.”

Assistant Director, Amy Drummer

benefits to the community.

“These grants provide an opportunity for 
local organizations to create or expand 
recycling programs,” said Drummer.  
“The purchase of  recycled products 
provides the public examples of  items 
that are made from the materials they 
recycle every day.”

       The next funding round deadline 
for the Competitive Funding Program 
is January 31, 2018.  The grant 
application is available online, however, 
grant applicants are required to attend 
a meeting prior to submitting an 
application. The purpose of  the meeting 
is to explain proper procedures for filling 
out the grant application form.  The next 
meeting will be held Thursday, January 4, 
2018 at 10:00 a.m.  The meeting will be 
located at the District’s Main office, 1875 
E. State Street, Fremont.  Registration 
for the meeting is required.  For more 
information or to register for the 
meeting, contact Assistant Director, Amy 
Drummer toll free at 1-888-850-7224 or 
email: ad@recycleoss.org.

       To view grant guidelines and 
application or for recycling information, 
view the OSS Solid Waste District’s 
website at www.recycleoss.org.

      Twelve organizations received funding 
to start recycling programs or to buy 
products made from recycled materials in 
the second round of  competitive funding 
offered by the Ottawa, Sandusky, Seneca 
Joint Solid Waste Management District.

       The grant program’s main priority 
is to set up recycling programs for 
educational institutions, governmental 
entities or non-profit organizations.  Any 
agency applying must have a recycling 
program in place in order to apply for 
funds for products made from recycled 
material.  The applicant must match a 
minimum of  20% of  the total project 
cost, and products must contain at least 
25% recycled material.

       Entities receiving funding for 
products made from recycled materials 
include: Big Spring Township Trustees 
- $1,259 for tables and chairs, Clinton 
Township Trustees - $7,053 for 
improvements to their Aim To Be 
Green recycling site, Eden Township 
Trustees - $9,694 to purchase bleachers, 
Heidelberg University - $8,750 to 
purchase recycling containers and to 
expand their existing recycling program 
on campus, McCutchenville Volunteer 
Fire Department - $5,240 for cribbing, 

Left:
      Amy Drummer, OSS Assistant Director, who administers the grant 
program recently conducted a check presentation to the Portage Township 
Officials.  The Township was awarded $7,367 to purchase picnic tables, 
benches, waste recepacles, a planter and a pet waste station all made from 
recycled plastic.  These products were placed in the green space behind the 
township office to make it an inviting area for families to enjoy.

Pictured Back Row (left to right):
       Ottawa County Commissioner and OSS Board President, Jim Sass; 
Portage Township Trustee, Sam Conte; Portage Township Trustee, Keith 
Heileman and Portage Township Maintenance Supervisor, Matt Seamon.

Pictured Front Row (left to right):
       OSS Solid Waste District Assistant Director, Amy Drummer; Portage 
Township Trustee, Molly Sass and Portage Township Fiscal Officer, Judy 
Johannsen.



OSS Receives SWANA Award

                     The District recently received the “Solid Waste 
       Operator of  the Year Award” from the Ohio Buckeye 
       Chapter of  the Solid Waste Association of  North 
       America (SWANA).  The District received the award 
       in recognition of  our Aim to Be Green drop-off  
       recycling program.

                     The Solid Waste Association of  North America 
       (SWANA) is the oldest and largest professional 
       organization in the field of  solid waste management. 
       SWANA promotes sustainable and economical solid  
       waste management systems that include waste 
       reduction, recycling, collection, transfer, compost  
       operations, processing, landfilling, and energy  
       recovery.

Adult
Programs

       The OSS Solid Waste 
District is offering presentations 
and education / awareness 
programs to adult civic groups 
and organizations within Ottawa, 
Sandusky and Seneca Counties.  
       Our programs allow 
residents the opportunity to 
better understand the District’s 
responsibilities and services.  In 
addition, residents become more 
aware of the recycling events, 
programs and opportunities 
available to them.
       Available presentations 
include:
• District Overview & Recycling 
   Opportunities
• “Solid” Bingo
• Aim to Be Green Township 
   Recycling Program
• Recycled Materials to Finished 
   Products
• How A Landfill Is Made
• “Who Wants To Be A 
   Millionnaire” Recycling Version
• “The $100,000 Pyramid Game” 
    Recycling Version
• Environmental Jeopardy
       Presentations vary between 
informational and interactive, 
however, they can also be 
modified to fulfill the interest of 
your group or organization.
       To schedule a program 
for your adult group or civic 
organization please contact the 
District’s Community Outreach 
Specialist, Jamie Coleman,
toll-free at 1-888-850-7224 or 
email jcoleman@recycleoss.org.

Schedule 
Your Program 

Today!

School Recycling cont’d...
               program.  As they are able to, older students 
               and teachers in the school will help empty
               classroom containers into the larger hallway 
               containers for Mr. Distel.

                             When asked how the school maintains 
               such a quality recycling program, Mr. Distel 
               explained that continued monitoring and 
               education have been key factors.

                             “I do a quick check of  the recycling 
               containers each day.  If  I see something that 
               shouldn’t be in there, I’ll take it out and put it 
               where it needs to be”, said Distel.  “If  I 
               happen to see someone putting something in a
                bin that doesn’t belong, I make sure I say 
               something to that person so they know which  
               bin it should go into the next time.”

       As with any program, there are always challenges that can arise.  Mr. Distel feels the 
greatest challenge to the program are those who simply do not understand the purpose 
behind the schools recycling efforts or those who choose not to recycle properly.

       “The best thing that any of  us can do is to try to educate people on how to recycle 
properly and why it’s important”, said Distel.  “I’ve seen two landfills in the county close 
over the years and we have another one that continues to get bigger and bigger!  At some 
point it’s going to have to close.  Where will our trash go to next?”, asked Distel.

       The District appreciates the efforts of  both Mr. Distel and Calvert Catholic 
Elementary for continually providing clean recyclable materials to be processed by the 

Above: This is one of the few 
recycling / trash stations set up 
in Calvert Catholic Elementary 
school to collect recyclable 
materials and trash from 
students, faculty and staff in the 
building.

“Solid Waste Operator Of The Year”
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Board of Directors

The mission of the OSS Solid Waste 
District is to ensure quality waste 

stream management for its residents 
and to foster long term positive solid 

waste habits including reducing, 
reusing, and buying of recycled 

products.
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Education Specialist - Sandusky County

amarquis@recycleoss.org

Monica Perry
Education Specialist - Seneca County
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1875 E. State Street
Fremont, Ohio 43420
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419.334.7222
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Fremont, Ohio 43420

       Tiffin’s Harold J. Fraley Sr. F.O.P. Lodge 128 & Citizens 
Academy Alumini came together for a group photo after 
performing an Adopt-A-Road cleanup in early September.    

       The group was able to collect quite a bit of litter and 
debris along Riverside Drive in Tiffin.  A few larger items 
the group pulled from along the roadside included a large 
sofa cusion and an old, broken seed spreader.


