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www.RecycleOSS.
org
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Billboard Contest Winners
Thank you to all of the 5th grade students who en-
tered the billboard contest. Below are the selected 

winners for each county.

 Ottawa, Sandusky and Seneca County 5th grade students had the opportunity 
to participate in the OSS Solid Waste District’s Billboard Contest.  The contest is 
run annually and the billboards will be displayed throughout the month of  April 
in celebration of  Earth Day on April 22nd.  Students were encouraged to create a 
design with a recycling or litter prevention theme. Voting was done by the OSS staff. 
The top three winners from each county will have their winning designs displayed 
on billboards within their respective counties.  This year, a total of  665 entries from 
students across the District were submitted. 
 Each winner and their school will receive a replica mini billboard featuring 
their artwork as well as a “no waste lunch” kit. The District would like to congratulate 
all of  the winners, and thank all students who participated in the contest. Below are 
the selected winners for each county.
Ottawa County
 Alison Mahler – Genoa Elementary School
 Cailin Randolph – Oak Harbor Middle School
 Alana Ayers – Danbury Middle School 

Sandusky County
 Mya Wilfong – Green Springs Elementary School
	 Braxton	Kern	–	Hilfiker	Elementary	School
	 Jeremiah	Hill	–	Hilfiker	Elementary	School
 
Seneca County 
 Emma Flynn – Seneca East Local School District
 Sydney Costein – Seneca East Local School District
 Lily Brickner – Hopewell-Loudon School District 
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2021 RECYCLING  EVENTS
The collections are open to Ottawa, Sandusky and Seneca County residents including all residents of Bellevue and 
Fostoria. NOT OPEN TO BUSINESSES or INSTITUTIONS. For more information call 419-334-7222 or 1-888-850-7224. 
Registration required for these events. Register at RecycleOSS.org.

FARM TIRES - Register August 16 - August 27 

• Any appliance or household object made primarily of steel: grills, mowers, microwaves, etc.
• No televisions, computers, plastic fans or vacuum cleaners, etc.   
• Refrigerators with food inside will not be accepted.
•     Units containing freon will be accepted at no charge.   

• Limit of 10 tires per household      •     Car and small truck tires -*$1.00 each
• Accepting tires on or off the rim     •     Racing tires -*$3.00 each 

ABSOLUTELY NO SEMI TIRES or TRACTOR TIRES - Call the District office for disposal options

RESIDENTIAL TIRES - October 9

RecycleOSS.org  

APPLIANCES - May 22 (OTTAWA COUNTY ONLY), October 16 (ALL THREE COUNTIES)

•    Accepting only standard glass tube televisions.  The District CHARGES to recycle glass tube TV’s.

•    TV’s 24” or less -*$5.00                  •     TV’s 25” & larger -*$10.00
•    NO CHARGE for Electronics (LCD/LED or Plasma TV’s, computers, CD/DVD players, stereos)

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE - May 1, September 4

•     Accepting fluorescent/CFL bulbs and household rechargeable batteries - No longer accepting alkaline batteries. 
•     All automotive fluids & fuels, hand-held propane cylinders, motor oil, marine & auto flares.
• Household cleaners, household pesticides/herbicides/fungicides/insecticides, inhalers & used cooking oil.
• Oil paints, wood stains, aerosols, primers, thinners, strippers, sealers, tars, adhesives and coatings.
•     For instructions to dispose of latex paint properly at your home, contact the District’s main office.
• Bring in your old mercury thermometer and exchange it for a free digital thermometer.
•     Fluids will not be accepted in containers larger than 5 gallons.

• Record the quantity and height of the tires you would like to recycle.  Tires will be accepted on or off the rim.
• Register by calling 419-334-7222 or 1-888-850-7224.  Date & location will be provided at this time.  
•     NO DEALERS OR AGRI-BUSINESSES.

      There will be a charge to recycle farm tires: 

•   Implement tires up to 36” -  $1.00 each •   Tires 37” - 60” -  $10.00 each         •   Tires 61” & larger -  $20.00 each

ATTENTION: NOT ACCEPTING ANY TYPE OF CONSOLE OR PROJECTION SCREEN TV’s.
TELEVISIONS & ELECTRONICS - May 8, July 10, September 25

REGISTER APRIL 1-30 FOR MAY 1 EVENT. LIMITED TO 1,200 HOUSEHOLDS.

REGISTER SEPT 21 - OCT 8 FOR OCTOBER 9 EVENT. LIMITED TO 450 HOUSEHOLDS

REGISTER MAY 3-20 FOR MAY 22 EVENT (OTTAWA COUNTY ONLY). LIMITED TO 150 HOUSEHOLDS.

REGISTER APRIL 1 - MAY 2 FOR MAY 8 EVENT. LIMITED TO 600 HOUSEHOLDS.

REGISTER AUG 19 - SEPT 3 FOR SEPT 4 EVENT. LIMITED TO 1,200 HOUSEHOLDS.

REGISTER JUNE 1 - JULY 4 FOR JULY 10 EVENT. LIMITED TO 600 HOUSEHOLDS.
REGISTER AUG 19 - SEPT 19 FOR SEPT 25 EVENT. LIMITED TO 600 HOUSEHOLDS.

REGISTER OCT 2 - 15 FOR OCTOBER 16 EVENT. LIMITED TO 450 HOUSEHOLDS.

OTTAWA 
COUNTY

SANDUSKY 
COUNTY

SENECA 
COUNTY



New OSS 
Employee

Finance/Admin 
Coordinator

 2021 is the start of  new 
contracts for participating 
Adopt-A-Road groups. We 
thank our groups for their time 
and hard work keeping our 
roads litter free!

       Paper is one of  the most 
common recycled materials 
accounting for about half  of  all 
recyclables collected in the US, by 
weight every year. For how much 
paper is recycled, it is important 
that we share that shredded paper 
is not accepted in our Aim To Be 
Green bins. The reason for this is 
because shredded paper is too small, 
which means it easily gets lost in 
the sorting machines. As a result 
there is improper sorting and higher 
contamination in all of  the recycled 
material.
We do however accept shredded 
paper directly at our processing 
center  at 1518 E. Co. Rd. 113, 
Green Springs, Ohio 44836. When 
delivering shredded paper to the OSS 
Processing Center, have it bagged in a 
clear plastic bag so we are able to look 
inside the bag for any contamination 
before opening it. This is the only 
situation where we ask for plastic bags 
at our recycling center.

Shredded Paper

 Plastic bags are non-
recyclable and create potentially 
dangerous working conditions at 
recycling centers. When recyling 
with our Aim-To-Be-Green bins, 
the material should be placed in 
the container loose. Bagged items 
have no way of  being seperated at 
the recycling center. Plastic bags are 
“tangelers” in the recycling center 
that tangle equipment and limit 
efficienty.	Black	bags	eliminate	us	
even being able to view the contents 
inside the bag to even ensure there 
are recylables in the bag. If  a black 
bag of  materials comes to a recylcing 
center, the bag and the contents 
inside are immediately disposed 
of. Improper recycling decreases 
efficiency	at	recycling	centers	limiting	
the recycling life cycle. 

Plastic Bags           

 In August, the District 
hired Martha “Marti” Swander 
as the new Finance/Admin 
Coordinator. 
 Marti graduated from 
Tiffin University with a MBA.  
She retired from Sandusky 
County Public Health at the end 
of  2019 with 22 years of  service 
as the chief  financial officer.  
After taking a year off  Marti has 
decided to return to the work 
force on a part time basis. 
Marti is taking over the position 
formerly held by Maureen 
Townsley. We wish Maureen the 
best of  luck moving forward!
Join us in welcoming Marti 
Swander to the District! For 
finance questions, she can be 
reached at finance@recycleoss.

Composting 
Solid Waste’s Unsung Hero

 Did you know that food scraps and yard waste together 
currently make up more than 30 percent of  what we throw away, and 
could be composted instead? Composting is one of  the key ways we 
can	reduce	the	amount	of 	waste	we	create	that	ends	up	in	landfills.	
To build a compost pile you start with a proper shelter for it. Plan 
out where you want this to be and ensure the compost pile will be 
protected from wind and erosion. 
 After your location and shelter for the compost pile is chosen, 
you should layer the bottom with a bed of  leaves and plant residue. 
This will be the foundation for your compost pile. To build up your 
compost pile you then add in “greens” and “browns”. Greens and 
browns are the organic nitrogens (greens) and carbons (browns) 
that add valuable nutrients to our compost. Oxygen is vital because 
composting is essentially an aerobic (in the presence of  air) process. 
The bacteria that break down the organic material require bacteria to 
live and multiply. If  the air supply is cut off, anaerobic bacteria will 
take over and unpleasant odors and poor qualty compost may result. 
To	ensure	air	flow,	you	should	turn	the	compost	with	a	pitchfork	or	
shovel occasionally. Water is the last essential addition to composting, 
so the pile should be about as wet as a wrung out sponge. If  it is too 
soggy and waterlogged, the bacteria will not get enough air. On the 
other hand, a lack of  moisture will delay the composting process. 
Generally, the initial moisture will be adequate when “greens” are 
used to built a compost pile. Since dead leaves usually contain little 
moisture, a pile with large quantities of  dead leaves usually requires 
the	addition	of 	water.	With	the	five	elements	of 	shelter,	food,	heat,	
air and water used, your compost will be ready in a matter of  a couple 
months! 
 Want to learn more about composting? Register online for our 
Compost Workshop on May 4.

Greens

•	 coffee grounds

•	 flowers

•	 fruit trimmings

•	 green leaves

•	 sod

•	 barnyard manure

Browns

• bread

• coffee filters

• eggshells

• tea leaves with bags

• sawdust

• lint

Solid 
Notes

       Tiffin residents are now 
able to add plastic tubs into 
their curbside recycling bins. 
Rumpke shared in their press 
release, “Plastic bottles and 
jugs and now other containers 
such as butter, sour cream and 
cottage cheese tubs as well 
as yogurt and fruit cups are 
now acceptable in Rumpke’s 
curbside”.  
 
 Yes, these items have 
always been recyclable. 
However, there is not always 
a market for certain materials 
and if  there is a market, 
recycling facilites need to have 
specialized sorting equipment 
to be able to separate the 
plastic types from each other. 
Rumpke was able to purchase 
that special equipment with 
the help of  a grant from 
The Recycling Partnership. 
The funding helps Rumpke 
add nearly $2 million in new 
sorting to better extract these 
containers for recycling 

 Though this does not 
directly affect our Aim To 
Be Green recycling program, 
it does show a promising 
trend for future growth in 
recyclables. 

Rumpke adds 
plastic tubs to 
recyclable list
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Board of Directors

The mission of the OSS Solid 
Waste District is to ensure quality 
waste stream management for its 
residents and to foster long term 

positive solid waste habits including 
reducing, reusing, and buying of 

recycled products.
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1875 E. State Street
Fremont, Ohio 43420

1.888.850.7224
419.334.7222

1875 E. State Street
Fremont, Ohio 43420

       Hilfiker Elementary School students Braxton Kern 
(left) and Jeremiah Hill (right) with their miniature 
billboards and No Waste Lunch kits awarded for winning 
the District’s 2021 Billboard Contest.

OSS Solid Waste District Staff
Gary Baty  
Director

gbaty@recycleoss.org

Jennifer Sherman  
Sandusky County Educator

jsherman@recycleoss.org

Martha Swander 
Finance/Admin Coordinator

finance@recycleoss.org

Monica Perry  
Seneca County Educator

mperry@recycleoss.org

Jim Darr  
Recycling Specialist

jdarr@recycleoss.org

Jon Leemaster  
Collection Assistant

jleemaster@recycleoss.org

Tim Hassinger  
Communications/Outreach 

thassinger@recycleoss.org

Joe Benlein  
Collection Assistant
jbenlein@recycleoss.org

Nick Reinbolt 
Processing Center Supervisor

nreinbolt@recycleoss.org


