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In this Issue ...

      2020 may be one of  the most 
memorable years in recent past- and also 
a year most want to forget. Covid-19 
impacted the world and caused everyone 
to stray from normal routines at least 
for a short bit of  time. The District was 
ordered to work from 
home for the first part 
of  March. The staff  yet 
again instituted the work 
from home order in early 
November.  
 Though there 
were setbacks along the 
way, the district staff  
found ways to improvise 
and make the best out 
of  the situation. Weather 
permitting, the staff  
held meetings outdoors 
to promote social 
distancing.  
 Collections 
were a little different this 
year as well. We held multiple smaller 
collections throughout the year to make 
up for the canceled events in early spring. 
Pre-registration was implemented for 
some collections in an effort to control 
the flow of  people through the line. This 
did help reduce wait times and created a 
better collection overall.   

 The education specialists also 
found creative ways to reach the students 
including the creation of  Earth Stories. 
Earth Stories is an interactive read and 
walk where individuals follow a path 
outdoors and read pages from a childrens 

book posted along the trail. 
The children’s book has a 
recycling storyline to it and 
is educational for the young 
readers.
 Another new educational 
outreach plan that was driven 
by Covid is the creation 
of  a virtual holiday tree. 
The virtual  tree invited 
participants to create their 
own holiday ornament out 
of  upcycled materials and 
send us a picture of  it. We 
then added the ornament to 
our virtual christmas tree on 
our website, RecycleOSS.org. 
The virtual holiday tree will 
be up for the remainder of  

2020. 
 We miss working with the 
community face to face, and look forward 
to doing that again when it is safe to do 
so. However, many of  our plans we have 
implemented because of  Covid-19 we hope 
to continue doing.       

www.RecycleOSS.org



Zero Waste Christmas Tree
       Live Christmas trees have many benefits even after they are out of  your house. Zero waste Christmas 
trees are eco-friendly, benefit your local wildlife, and visually stunning to look at. If  you are still undecided on 
getting either a real or fake tree,  this will show you how to create a stunning zero waste live Christmas tree. 
 Once you have chosen the best tree for your house, or better yet, one that is planted right outside 
your window, there are plenty of  ways to decorate it. Garland- stringing biodegradable garland can be fun, 
smell great, and the wildlife will thank you later! Stringing together items like popcorn, cranberries, and dried 
orange slices are fragrant, eye popping, and yes, bird approved. Stale popcorn and fresh cranberries with a 
waxed dental floss stringer makes the job much easier.   Pinecones, poinsettas and dried citrus are all great 
biodegradable ornaments what fit any festive theme. 
 After you are done with the tree inside the house, you can still leave it outside your window and watch 
the birds and other wildlife make a meal out of  your decorations. Not only does the tree provide valuable 
nutrients, but also shelter from the elements. Once it has been picked clean by the wildlife, pull any string  or 
non-biodegradable materials that may be around the tree off  and discard it in the trash. The bare tree can 
then be properly disposed of. Aquatic life can also utilize dead trees for cover and micronutrients. Be sure to 
get the proper approval before discarding of  your dead tree into any body of  water. Lastly, there are many 
nearby communities that offer live christmas tree recycling. the whole list is provided below.

Ottawa County 
Communities
• City of Port Clinton 
419-734-5522
• Village of Elmore 
419-862-3454
• Village of Genoa 
419-855-7791
• Village of Marblehead 
419-798-9229
• Village of Oak Harbor 
419-898-1823
• Catawba Island Township 
419-797-4131
• Danbury Township 
419-734-4091
• Erie Township
419-635-2010
• Portage Township 
419-732-3543
• Salem Township 
419-898-4494

Sandusky County 
Communities
• City of Bellevue 
419-483-7503
• City of Clyde 
419-547-7419
• City of Fremont 
419-332-5286
    • Birchard Park 
    • East Side Park
• Village of Gibsonburg 
419-637-2634
• Village of Lindsey  
419-665-2311
• Village of Woodville  
419-849-3031
• Ballville Township  
419-332-7830
    • Conner Park
• Jackson Township 
419-355-6050
• Sandusky Township 
419-332-3810

Seneca County 
Communities
• City of Fostoria 
419-435-4115
    • City of Fostoria   
 Street Dept.
    • Foundation Park
• City of Tiffin 
419-448-5430
    • Public Works   
 building
    • Water Pollution   
 Control Center 
• Village of Bloomville 
419-983-4745
• Liberty Township 
419-448-8655

“I am looking forward to working with the 
very talented and dedicated OSS staff” 

Director, Gary Baty

Changes with Alkaline Batteries

 When alkaline batteries were first introduced, they were manufactured 
with small amounts of  mercury and other hazardous materials in them. The 
Mercury-Containing and Rechargeable Battery Management Act of  1996 enforced 
a change that made mercury-free alkaline batteries the national standard. Modern 
alkaline batteries are made out of  common metals and free of  hazardous materials 
making them unwanted at recycling sites. 

 Single-use/alkaline batteries are classified by the federal government as 
non-hazardous waste. Since alkaline batteries are composed primarily of  common 
metals (steel, zinc and manganese) and do not pose an environmental risk during 
normal use or disposal, dead single use batteries can be disposed of  in the trash. 
If  you still wish to not throw away single-use alkaline batteries, the only groups in 
the area that will take them are Goodwills in Sandusky and Ottawa counties.      

New manufacturing of single use batteries means changes 
in alkaline battery disposal.

Solid 
Notes

       2020 has been overwhelming 
because of the Covid-19 
pandemic. One of the last things 
residents think about is what 
happens to all of the single-
use masks and gloves that 
everybody wears. Far too many 
of these items are disposed of 
incorrectly. Litter being the most 
glaring problem, posing a risk 
to our community and wildlife. 
Another improper disposal of 
COVID waste we are seeing is 
in our recycling. Masks and 
gloves cannot be recycled, 
and misplacing these items 
into a recycling bin creates a 
hazardous work environment 
for those working in a recycling 
processing center. 
 The proper way to 
dispose of your personal 
protective equipment (PPE) is to 
be placed into a trash disposal 
bag or in a trash container 
as soon as possible. Before 
throwing away face masks, 
remember to cut the ear loops 
on either side of the mask. This 
will prevent animals getting 
entangled in the straps.

Be safe with 
your COVID-19 

waste

Change in Direction
The District Selects Gary Baty as new Director

 The OSS Solid Waste District has hired Gary Baty as their new director 
during their Board of  Directors meeting Wednesday, 12/2/2020. Director Baty, 
who spent more than 20 years with the United States Army and then as the 
Division Manager at Republic Services is excited to be joining the district. Baty 
said, “I am looking forward to working with the very talented and dedicated OSS 
staff  in continuing positive waste and recycling sustainability programs to our 
residents and businesses of  Ottawa, Seneca, and Sandusky counties”. 
 Gary earned his MBA from Fitchburg State University as well as 
completion of  U.S. Army Senior Leadership Academy. His leadership will be 
valued and he anticipates things will move forward in a positive direction. Gary 
is scheduled to meet with the County HR Dept. to address his new employee 
requirements Friday, 12/4/2020 and his first district office day will be the 
following Monday, 12/7/2020 where he will assume addressing the normal day-
to-day needs of  the District. 
To contact Director Gary Baty once he begins working with us, you can call the 
district phone 419-334-7222 or email him at gbaty@recycleoss.org. 
       



New OSS 
Employee
Communications and 
Outreach Specialist

  In 2020, 109 Adopt-A-
Road participants volunteered 
129.5 hours, collecting 530 
pounds of  litter from adopted 
roadways in the three counties.  

       The Adopt-A-Road Program 
is a public service effort in which 
businesses, residential families and 
youth groups participate. Volunteers 
in the program adopt a designated 
2-mile stretch of  township or county 
roadway. Adopt-A-Road signs are 
positioned at the beginning and end 
points of  a groups adopted roadway. 
The adopting group is obligated to a 
minimum 2-year agreement to remove 
debris and litter along the roadside.  
The District provides each group 
with safety equipment and supplies 
including orange bags, safety vests, 
disposable gloves and orange Workers 
Ahead road signs to perform cleanups. 
Interested groups are able to apply in 
2021. If  you are interested in forming 
an AAR group contact Tim Hassinger 
thassinger@recycleoss.org.

Above: 
       Adopt-A-Road members of the Harold J. 
Fraley Sr. Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 128 
& Citizens Academy Alumni cleaned along 
their designated roadway in Tiffin.

Adopt-A-Road Program

Litter Crews are contracted by the 
District with the county Juvenile 
Courts in the three counties.  The 
two agencies work together to 
improve and expand litter pick-up 
efforts.  Crew members are youth in 
each county’s jurisdiction who have 
been assigned community service 
hours by the Juvenile Court Judge.  
Each Litter Crew is supervised while 
performing roadside clean-ups.  The 
crew supervisors are employees 
of  the court and have direct 
communication with township and 
county road maintenance staff.  Litter 
can take a toll on equipment and 
man hours for township and county 
road crews when working or mowing 
along these roadways.

Above: 
       Youth community service workers in the 
District’s Litter Crew Program pick up  litter 
from an area roadway.

Litter Crew Program

           

 In August, the District 
hired Tim Hassinger as the new 
Communications and Outreach 
Specialist. 
 Tim is a Seneca county 
native and graduated from Tiffin 
University last December. 
 As Communications and 
Outreach Specialist, Tim will be 
responsible for implementing 
communication strategies, 
managing website content, and 
promoting the District’s mission, 
programs, and goals. Tim is also in 
charge of the Adult Education and 
Adopt-A-Road programs. 
  Tim is taking over the 
position formerly held by Jamie 
Coleman who has taken another 
position. We wish Jamie the best of 
luck moving forward!
 Mr. Hassinger would 
be happy to help you with any 
questions you may have, or if 
you want to schedule an adult 
education event with your 
group, you can email him at 
thassinger@recycleoss.org

If you have questions about District programs or events contact our main office
at 419-334-7222, call toll-free at 1-888-850-7224 or visit our website at

www.RecycleOSS.org

2020 Year In Review
The following is a listing of some of the statistics from events sponsored by 

the OSS Solid Waste District in 2020

The District processed 
596,010 lbs. of  recyclable 
materials at the District’s 
Recycling & Processing  
Center located just west 
of  Green Springs.

Residents recycled 7,012320 pounds of  
recyclable materials collected at Aim to 
Be Green Recycling Drop-off  sites in 
2020. In addition, the Aim to Be Green 
recycling program continued to show 
growth in 2020.  Throughout the District, 
recycling volumes have increased 1% in 
the last year.  

     
Appliances 

21,900 pounds of  materials were 
collected during our appliances event 
this year. 169 households participated in 
this event across all three counties. 

Tires
Our residential tire collection this fall 
totaled 92,800 pounds of  tires. The farm 
tire collection held on a different date 
had 111,600 pounds of  tires collected. 
298 and 55 householdsparticipated in 
the two collections respectively. 

Household Hazardous Waste
136,137 pounds of  hazardous 
waste was collected in 2020. 1,104 
households participated in HHW 
collections this year. This makes an 
average of  123 pounds of  waste 
collected per household.

     
TV/Electronics 

98,837 pounds of  materials were 
collected in all three counties. With 
1,023 households participating this 
year in our television/electronics 
collections. 
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       The OSS District’s staff toured the Republic Services 
Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) In September.  

OSS Solid Waste District Staff
Gary Baty  
Director

gbaty@recycleoss.org

Jennifer Sherman  
Sandusky County Educator

jsherman@recycleoss.org

Maureen Townsley 
Finance/Admin Coordinator

mtownsley@recycleoss.org

Monica Perry  
Seneca County Educator

mperry@recycleoss.org

Jim Darr  
Recycling Specialist

jdarr@recycleoss.org

Jon Leemaster  
Collection Assistant

jleemaster@recycleoss.org

Tim Hassinger  
Communications/Outreach 

thassinger@recycleoss.org

Joe Benlein  
Collection Assistant
jbenlein@recycleoss.org

Nick Reinbolt 
Processing Center Supervisor

nreinbolt@recycleoss.org


