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pollution, trapping an 
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       As warmer temperatures arrive and 
become more consistant, our yards are 
beginning to green and grow at a rapid 
pace.  Many residents are ready to get 
back outside to begin cleaning up their 
yards.  It is time to start mowing lawns on 
a regular basis once again.

       This year, try grasscycling as a part of  
your regular lawn maintanence routine.  
Grasscycling is the act of  allowing grass 
clippings to remain on the lawn after 
mowing to return nutrients back to the 
soil.  By doing this, grasscycling provides 
benefits to your lawn, the environment 
and to the homeowner.

Lawn Benefits 
       Grass clippings are 75 - 85%
water and decompose quickly.  Clippings
left on the ground contain valuable 
nutrients including nitrogen, potassium, 
and phosphorus and become a natural
fertilizer giving you a healthy lawn.  This 
saves the homeowner money by reducing 
fertilizers used on their lawns.  Residents 
can also save time by eliminating bagging 
and collecting their clippings. 

     When mowing your lawn it’s 
important to keep the one-third rule in 
mind.  Residents should not remove more 
than one-third of  the grass leaf  at any 
one mowing.  For example, if  the selected 

mowing height is two inches, the grass 
should not grow to more than three inches 
before it is mowed.

       Removing more than one-third of  the 
grass surface results in an open, stemmy 
appearance of  the lawn, weakens the grass 
plant, reduces or stops root growth and 
leaves significant clippings (clumps of  
grass) on your lawn. 

Environmental Benefits 
       Grasscycling helps to reduce the 
amount of  yard waste going to the landfill.  
Many communities encourage their 
residents to compost at home or to take 
yard waste materials to their local yard 
waste drop-off  or composting site.  Based 
on the 2013 study, the U.S. EPA estimated 
that “yard trimmings” including grass 
clippings and other organic yard wastes, 
accounted for 13.5% of  the total municipal 
solid waste generation, by percentage of  
weight.

       In addition, your lawn acts as a natural 
filter to aid a healthy environment.  Our 
lawns provide soil erosion control from its 
root systems, improves air quality through 
photosynthesis, purifies water by acting as 
a filter, cools temperatures by absorbing 
the sun’s heat among other environmental 
benefits.

Sources: The Lawn Institute and the U.S. EPA websites, March 2017 



Solid 
Notes

       Participating law enforcement 
agencies in Ottawa, Sandusky and 
Seneca Counties are providing 
permanent medication drop-off 
boxes.
       Ottawa County Drop-off Sites 
include the Police Departments in 
Catawba Island Township, Danbury 
Township, Genoa, Oak Harbor, Port 
Clinton, Put-In-Bay and the Ottawa 
County Sheriff’s Office.  ONLY 
PILLS WILL BE ACCEPTED AT 
OTTAWA COUNTY SITES.  
       Ottawa County residents are
asked to remove pills from 
medication bottles and blister 
packs.  Pills should be emptied into 
a plastic bag before placing into 
the medication drop box.
       Sandusky County Drop-off
Sites include the Police Dept’s 
in Bellevue, Clyde, Fremont, 
Gibsonburg, Woodville and the 
Sandusky County Sheriff’s Office.  
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS WILL 
BE ACCEPTED AT SANDUSKY 
COUNTY SITES.  NO syringes or 
over-the-counter medications.  
       Seneca County Drop-off Sites 
include the Police Departments 
in Fostoria and Tiffin, the Seneca 
County Sheriff’s Office and Mercy 
Health Tiffin.  ONLY PILLS WILL BE 
ACCEPTED AT SENECA COUNTY 
SITES.  Pills are not required to 
be removed from prescription 
bottles.  It is important to remove 
or black out personal information 
on pharmacy labels.  

2017 Compost Workshop
Workshop will be held at the Wilson Nature Center 

located in Lindsey on Wednesday, May 24th

       Composting is one
form of  recycling that
can happen in your
own backyard.  Sign
up for the Compost
Workshop and
discover the secrets
of  composting from
our local expert.  You
will learn how to take
food scraps and other organic
material and turn them into
compost that you can use in your yard
or garden. The Sandusky County Park 
District, and the Ottawa, Sandusky, 
Seneca Joint Solid Waste Management 
District are sponsoring the Compost 
Workshop on Wednesday, May 24th.

       Pre-registration is required to attend 
one of  two available sessions because 
of  limited space.  The pre-registration 
deadline will be Tuesday, May 23rd.  The 
first session will begin at 10:00 a.m. and 
the evening session will begin at 6:30 p.m.  
In addition, there will be a charge of  
$5.00 to participate.

       Each year the workshop is 
sponsored in one of  the District’s three 
counties.  The 2017 workshop will be 
in Sandusky County at the Wilson Nature 
Center located at 720 S. Main Street, 
Lindsey.  
       The compost workshop is open to 

                    all District residents 
                     including all residents of  
                       Fostoria and Bellevue.  
                            “It doesn’t make any 
                      sense to throw away 
                       materials that can be  
            turned into compost in  
            your backyard,” said Tim 
                        Wasserman, Director of   
           the Ottawa, Sandusky,  
         Seneca Joint Solid Waste 
         Management District.  We  
“                want to offer these workshops  
    to educate residents on the proper way 
to create and maintain a compost pile.” 

       The workshop will cover basic 
techniques and essentials of  composting.  
This includes the composting process, 
materials to place in your pile and 
common compost problems.

       Registered participants will be put 
into a drawing to win composting and 
gardening door prizes.  In addition, 
participants will be provided with snacks 
and will have an opportunity to enjoy 
a wagon tour (weather permitting) of  
Creek Bend Farm after the workshop.

       Residents may pre-register by 
following the registration instructions 
listed below.  Information regarding the 
workshop can also be found on the OSS 
Solid Waste District’s website at
www.recycleoss.org.

Register for the Compost Workshop Today!
       Residents may register online by going to lovemyparks.com.  On the Park District’s 
home page, go to the orange Register Online tab and click on Programs.  Scroll down to 
May 24 Wed date for the Compost Workshop.  Click on either the 10:00 a.m. or 6:30 
p.m. session to access registration.  Residents can click the continue button towards the 
bottom or click on Register by the price listing.  Residents may register online by going 
to lovemyparks.com. For additional questions, residents can also contact the Sandusky 
County Park District directly by phone at 419-334-4495.  

Medication
Drop-offs



If you have questions about District programs or events contact our main office
at 419-334-7222, call toll-free at 1-888-850-7224 or visit our website at

www.recycleoss.org

2016 Year In Review
The following is a listing of some of the activities and events sponsored by 

the OSS Solid Waste District in 2016

The District sponsored special recycling collections throughout the year.  Special collection statistics 
from 2016 are as follows:

Appliance Collection - 43.2 tons collected from 566 households

Household Hazardous Waste Collections - 233,768 lbs. collected from 2,606 households

Television & Small Electronics Collections - 270,659 lbs. collected from 2,180 households
Tire Collections - 13,538 PTE’s (passenger tire equivalent) received from 691 households

Thirty-eight residents 
participated in a spring 
Compost Workshop held at 
Schedel Arboretum & Gardens 
in Elmore.

The District sponsored Earth Jam, an 
environmental music concert for kids.  
There were 400 second grade students 
who attended at the Marion Center on 
Tiffin University’s campus.

           In 2016, 289 Adopt-A-Road 
           participants volunteered 408
           hours, collecting 1,839 
           pounds of  litter from adopted 
           roadways in the three 
counties.  In addition, Litter Crews 
contracted with the county juvenile courts 
collected 15,964 pounds.  Of  this total, 5,262 
pounds were recycled.

       The District 
       processed 
       596,125 lbs.
         of  recyclable 
       materials at the 
       District’s 
       Recycling & 
Processing Center located just west 
of  Green Springs.

The District provided assistance 
with the development of  the 
trash and curbside recycling 
program in Fremont.

             Seventeen community
             groups, government
             offices and non-profit 
             organizations borrowed 
             147 wire frame or pop
             bottle style recycling 
             containers for local 
             events from the 
District’s Container Loan Program.

             Residents recycled 7,247,038 
             pounds of  recyclable 
             materials collected at Aim to 
             Be Green Recycling Drop-off
             sites in 2016.
In addition, the Aim to Be Green recycling 
program continued to show growth in 2016.  
Throughout the District, recycling volumes 
have increased 7% in the last year.  

             The District awarded $75,896 in grants to 21 non profit  
             organizations, schools, townships, cities and villages in
            Ottawa, Sandusky and Seneca Counties.  The projects included 
expansions of  recycling programs and the purchase of  recycled products.

$



2017 Billboard Contest Winners
       The District sponsored its annual Billboard Contest.  Fifth Grade students from Ottawa, Sandusky and Seneca Counties 
were encouraged to create a design with a recycling or litter prevention theme.  This year, a total of  600 entries from a total of  
23 schools District-wide were submitted.
       Three students from each of  the three counties will have their winning designs on billboards during the month of  April in 
celebration of  Earth Day.  All of  the winners will receive a mini billboard featuring the student’s artwork and a no-waste lunch 
kit.  The District would like to congratulate all of  the winners and thank all students who participated in the contest. 

Elise Miller
Green Springs Elementary

Alexis Owsley
Lutz Elementary

Channing Stevenson
Atkinson Elementary

Jolene Guhn
Seneca East Local School District

Olivia Stockmaster
Seneca East Local School District

Jenna Vera
Calvert Catholic Schools

St. Joseph Campus

Grace Draeger
Woodmore Elementary School

Lillian Frias
Genoa Elementary School

Makena Gottron
Oak Harbor Middle School

Need to Borrow Recycling Containers?
Recycling Containers Are Available to Community Groups, Government Offices

and Non-Profit Organizations For Your Next Community Event

       Our office offers two container varieties that are portable and can easily be transported.  The first container is a lightweight wire 
framed container with a clear bag to easily recognize recyclable materials accepted.  The second container is in the shape of  a large 
pop bottle.  Registration is required to borrow the containers.  Containers are available on a “first-come, first-served” basis.  To reserve 
containers for your next event, contact Community Outreach Specialist, Jamie Coleman, toll-free at 1-888-850-7224 or send an email 
to jcoleman@recycleoss.org.



Roadside
Clean-ups

Please Use 
Caution and Slow 
Down If You See 
Workers Along 
the Roadside

       Spring is here once again!  
As the weather warms, Adopt-
A-Road group volunteers and 
Litter Crew workers are cleaning 
county and township roadways 
throughout Ottawa, Sandusky 
and Seneca Counties.  Roadside 
clean-ups typically operate April 
through October; however, if the 
weather is good, the programs 
can be extended.
       The Adopt-A-Road Program 
consists of businesses, families 
and youth groups.  Litter Crews 
are contracted by the District 
with the county Juvenile Courts 
in the three counties.  Crew 
members are youth in each 
county’s jurisdiction who have 
been assigned community 
service hours by the Juvenile 
Court Judge.  Each Litter Crew 
is supervised while performing 
roadside clean-ups.  
       It is equally as important to 
take caution when approaching 
an operating garbage truck with 
workers throughout the entire 
year.  Please be sure to “Slow 
Down To Get Around”!

Changes In Board of Directors

Jo Ellen Regal
Ottawa County
Commissioner

Dan Polter
Sandusky County 

Commissioner

Terry Thatcher
Sandusky County

Commissioner

Fred Zoeller
Seneca County
Commissioner

       As the District looks forward to 2017, we would like to thank former Commissioners 
Jo Ellen Regal of  Ottawa County, Dan Polter and Terry Thatcher of  Sandusky County 
and Fred Zoeller of  Seneca County for all of  their time and effort as District board 
members.  Their hard work and dedication has been invaluable to the District.

FORMER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

       We would like to welcome new board members, Ottawa County Commissioner Mark 
Coppeler, Sandusky County Commissioners Scott Miller and Kay Reiter and Seneca 
County Commissioner Shayne Thomas, all who began in January of  2017.  We look 
forward to working with the new members in the future.

Mark Coppeler
Ottawa County
Commissioner

Scott Miller
Sandusky County

Commissioner

Kay Reiter
Sandusky County

Commissioner

Shayne Thomas
Seneca County
Commissioner

CURRENT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Proper Needle Disposal
       The folowing guidelines have been recommended by the Ohio EPA.
• Never place an exposed needle in your trash bag where a garbage person may get stuck.
• Use a wide mouth heavy plastic container with a tight lid (e.g. - detergent bottle).
• When the container is two-thirds full, tightly close the container and seal with masking or 
    heavy adhesive tape.
• Label the container “DO NOT RECYCLE”.
• Discard in regular trash.  DO NOT throw in recycling bin.
• NOTE: If  you use the container in the home be sure to place it in an area that is not  
    accessible to children or visitors.
• Contact your hauler to see if  they have any specific guidelines for the disposal of  syringes.

Are You Disposing of Your Syringes Properly?



TV & Electronics Collection

       Televisions and electronics 
eventually become old, outdated or 
broken leaving residents wondering how 
they can dispose of  them.  The District 
offers the Television and Electronics 
Collection.  This past year, our contractor 
made slight changes by no longer 
accepting smaller household appliance 
items during the collection.  We have 
developed the following lists to make 
it easier to know which materials are 
acceptable and unacceptable.

       ITEMS ACCEPTED
Televisions & Monitors       
       The District will charge a small fee 
to accept standard glass tube (CRT) 
televisions ONLY.  The fee associated 
with this service covers the proper 
removal of  lead from the glass. 

• TV’s 24” or less - $2.00
• TV’s 25” & larger - $3.00
• NO CHARGE for flat screen LCD or 
  plasma TV’s and glass (CRT) computer  
  monitors.

Computers & Related Equipment      
       The District will accept the 
following electronic items:  Cables, cords, 
calculators, circuit boards, computers 
(CPUs), Copiers, 3-in-1 machines 
(Copy / Fax / Print), desktop computer 
speakers, document scanners, fax 
machines, hard drives, hub, keyboards, 
laptops, mice, modems, networking 
equipment, PC cards / memory cards, 
printers, power supplies, routers, servers 
and typewriters.

Audio / Visual Equipment      
       The District will accept the following 
electronic items: Cables, cords, cable 
boxes - Analog / Digital boxes, cell 
phones, digital cameras, DVD players, 

Saturday, April 22, 2017

ATTENTION: No longer accepting any type of console 
or projection screen TV’s.

Earth Day
Celebration

Free Event for the 
Entire Family!

       An Earth Day Celebration will 
be held Sunday, April 23 at the 
Franciscan Earth Literacy Center  
located on St. Francis Campus 
in Tiffin.  The event will begin at 
1:00 p.m. and will conclude at 
4:00 p.m.
       This family oriented, 
community event is FREE to 
attend.  The theme for this year’s 
Earth Day Celebration will be

“ENVIRONMENTAL &
CLIMATE LITERACY”

       Seneca County residents 
are welcome to participate in 
the following activities and 
educational opportunities: 
nature hikes, recycled crafts and 
obstacle course, seed planting, 
soil activities, wagon rides, water 
quality monitoring and much 
more.
       Featured items during 
the celebration include the 
opportunity to tour the Straw 
Bale House located behind the 
Franciscan Earth Literacy Center.
       Children can participate in 
Tree Climbing.  For your child’s 
safety, children must wear 
tennis shoes and long pants to 
participate in this activity.
       In addition, participants can 
enter to win a “Life Straw”.

       This device is used to filter 
contaminated water to become 
safe drinking water.  Participants 
can also take a chance at the 
50/50 raffle.
        Sponsors and volunteers 
supporting this event include 
many agencies and organizations 
throughout Seneca County.

DVR recorders, gaming consoles, hand 
held devices (e-readers, tablets), radios, 
routers, stereo components / systems -
NO WOOD COMPONENTS, 
telephones and VCR / VHS players.

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED
       Any items not listed under the 
“Items Accepted” listing will be rejected 
at the TV / Electronics Recycling 
Collection.

Televisions & Monitors       
ATTENTION: NO LONGER ACCEPTING 
ANY TYPE OF CONSOLE OR PROJECTION 
SCREEN TV’s.

WE WILL NOT ACCEPT GLASS TUBES THAT 
HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM THE TV.

Household Appliances / Items      
       The District will NOT accept the 
following electronic items: Air purifiers, 
blenders, coffee makers, dehumidifiers,
electric heaters, electric lamps, household 
appliances, irons, hair dryers, humidifiers, 
MICROWAVES - Only accepted at 
Appliance Collections, refrigerators, 
smoke alarms, toaster ovens, treadmills 
and vacuum cleaners.

Other Household / Electronic Items      
       The District will NOT accept the 
following electronic items: AC units, 
batteries (of  any kind), CFL bulbs/
tubes, christmas lights, compressors, 
electric keyboards / organs, electric 
toys, lawn equipment, tools (corded 
or rechargeable), white goods (large 
appliances) and WOOD speakers.

       For more information about TV & 
Electronics Recycling Collection contact 
our main office at 419-334-7222, toll-free 
at 1-888-850-7224 or go to our website at 
www.recycleoss.org.
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Board of Directors

The mission of the OSS Solid Waste 
District is to ensure quality waste 

stream management for its residents 
and to foster long term positive solid 

waste habits including reducing, 
reusing, and buying of recycled 

products.

Printed on recycled paper

tw@recycleoss.org

Tim Wasserman
Director

ad@recycleoss.org

Amy Drummer
Assistant Director

jdarr@recycleoss.org

Jim Darr
Recycling Specialist

jcoleman@recycleoss.org

Jamie Coleman
Community Outreach Specialist

ahatt@recycleoss.org

Amanda Hatt
Education Specialist - Ottawa County

jsherman@recycleoss.org

Jennifer Sherman
Education Specialist - Sandusky County

mperry@recycleoss.org

Monica Perry
Education Specialist - Seneca County

nreinbolt@recycleoss.org

Nick Reinbolt
Processing Center Supervisor

OSS Solid Waste District Staff

1875 E. State Street
Fremont, Ohio 43420

1.888.850.7224
419.334.7222

1875 E. State Street
Fremont, Ohio 43420

       All winners selected from the District’s 
Billboard Contest will receive a mini billboard 
featuring the student’s artwork just like the one 
seen in the picture above.  The winning student’s 
school will aslo receive one for their display case.


